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THE DORDERGU ¥ ‘ IN o

In thig chapter I will dl scugg certain
nreventive nmeagures carrled into e?ffect by the Borderguards as
well ag the meang, vhlch made r“uarding of the borders more
14kely to De gicceasful by meking the gpproach to and the
cro ~gln: of the borders rore difficult of achievement. '

eagureg designed to keep order in territories adjacent to the
border.

Thege meas;ures offected civilian and militgry persmnel
alike ond reculated and 1imited the activitiea of the people.
Trose :.nea,gures defined who may or mgy mot epproach the border,
to vhot extent ( 15kms,=g 500m=s SCm-g) and with what vehicle.

During the years 1950-51 individual s and famlllesg vwho
have shown thelr antipathy towerd the communl gt regime were re=
roved from border-areas, Wille the remalning popolation was clodly?®
wotched and gled upon { set Borderguard Forces Recormoltre 9sction)

One of the effective weys of reaching the border was
«1th the ald of the locdl farmerse To put an end to privately
o:mod and cultivated farms 15 kmes from the border, Goverrment
owned farms and = called .‘l!;"s:.”-s or Producer's =operatives
Jere formed. One meagure made effective in 1950 gpecified that
tho so whopreferred to cultivate thelr own land could do  provi-
ded they pave up the ferm=land on the border and exchanged 1t
Tor 1end already in sovarnmmt po sgession away from the bordels
I thig way one of the effectlve ways of reachins the border wWas
blocked. »

The popul atiolr in the vicinity of the border was for-
bidden to leaVve settled areas after dark, or to use vehicles to
aopraach the border without pem.i asgton to do = from the autho-
ritles.

The restricted border areas werset

Until spring 1956 areas adlacent to the
Yuro gt av border. After thig time, only the wesgtern border areass
that 1s the territeles adjacent to the M stro=Hungarian bordar

were gibject to the above roMctﬁ.ens.
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In greas 15kmeg from the border only such persong were asllowed
to gtsy who had upon thelr person a permit from the Police Force
of the Interior Mini stry, alld : them to temorarily stay in
the border zone or to onter the zone once or more than onces
Orly persng who 1lived in the lSkmeg wide bordqr-zone had permnguent
zone permitgs Sich a permit was stamped upon the elght'! page of the
peron'g identification bookled, and gigned by the authc;rized Tepro=
sentative of the Minigtry of Interiors This may be described as
followst ©On the lefit hand side page there was a large arsblec miumber
two, gwwing that the owner of sald identificatlion booklet had per=
nlsslon to stay &n the 1‘5. km wide horder zone. The staﬁxp uged for
the authorization of guch pernit shown the ocounty, the polltlecal ‘
dlstrict, the town or village, the date of the 1lgmance of gald
pernit and finglly the readable signature of the one who-1ggued 1t,
The bearer of thisg permit wag not agllowed %0 go as close asg F00me=g
to the border in the ﬁerrit.ory of the founty mentioned in the permit,
The permlt was sublect to withdrawsl. For the purposes of temorary
work that needed to be done along the border within the 500m wlde
strip the Commanding 0f7icer of the Bordergmard-Outpo st concerned,
could =ive temporary entrance permite

3Eldom was there a privabe regidence i he found 1inglde
thls 50C 1 wide strip, in gamo‘c‘a.ses. though there were whole
settled areas directly adjascent to the borders Persng who had in
thelr possesslon entrance permits lInto the 560 m zone had to report
in at the Outpost 0. twice dally ( in the morning and in the vening)
who carefully sorutinized their papers and identity, and then notified
the suards on duty by tedlephone ordering them to expect gnd carefully
wateh the pergon or group. With » 500'm zone pernlt the permn was
allowed to o ag cloge as 50 m to the border. It was customary
to make such permii effective for onhe or two -days only. Wwhen
a permanent entrance permit was 1ssed for the 500 m 20mne, 1%
too wag stamped into the personal ldentification booklet of the
beagrer, with the difference that in the left hand slde page in-
stead of the arabic mumeral two an arablc numeral one was o
be found, Ounly border-guards on patrol duty were sllowed to en-
ter the 0 m wide zone thlgs side the border, Belng found here
wag congldered as attempted border-viclation and wags punighgble
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by Courts. Guards were ordered to arrest and take ln to the
Outpo st whomever they would £ind here. If within one of
thege border zones both milltary pePssiméliand civillans
hod to shaw Aidentification pspers to the guards’ '
Permit was necessary %t go to border watersg guch

25 Lake Ferto, for the purposes of fighing or cutiing reoeds
Ticge permits were olther for “Border-water fighing® or
"Border—WateI‘.I‘eed cutting®™. Both ocould be lgsued by the
Cutpo gt Commander if recommended by the Town-Council. The
perilt was valid for a whol-; sea®n, In cases of gbuge or
1 gige the permit was withdrawn and the deed regarded as purd-
g’wble‘offence. From time to time ( two or three timesz in a
vesr) hunters could obtaln entrance permlts into the 500 m
zone Tor the purpo ses of ﬁuntingi‘- One or tw of the guards
were aasigned to such groupg for accompaniament. At any other
occaslon civiliagn or military persmal could remaln in the
T00 m zone orly for the purposes of doing some needed work
if seccompanied bu g bordergusrds

Without fpeclal entrance-permltg the rollc;wing persns
had the right to stay in the 15 km wide border-zone, or had
the rirht to zpprepch the borders ‘

1. The pregident and membersg of the Cabinet GCouncil

2., The Secretayy or the members of the Partwy's Cente
rgl Directorate. )

3o Minlsgterse

4, Te particular District's repregentstive to the
Parliment. '

T, At certaln gpeciried places thoge who neod v‘l 589

Perons so-hadsvligas 1n thelr po ssesslon could

rengin for the minimum lencht of time 1in the bor
der zone, they Wwere mot allowsed to gtop over or
gtoy thered
In any case however oven the ghove mentioned had to ildene
tify thangelves to the guarda on patrol duty. X
Borderguard pergomnel 1f away from the statlon
of thelyr own unit &l needed parmit or leave-order asuthori-
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The buildins of techhbegl barrliers was itai'ted in 1948 along

the Yuzodlav border and continued in 1949 along the s1stro=
hunarlan border. These barrierg were to gerve g morsl as

well as a mllitary objectives The firgst was almed at the
noral intimidation of tho ge who contemplated border-violation
the gecond wag to hinder' physically those who gaetually attemp-
ted to crogs thems . | .

The reenforced technical barriers conslsted of two,
that 1s three sectionss In the first row were the techniocal
‘barriers, in the second the various mine=fields, in the third
the barrier wire— gy stem. _ ‘

The technical barriers ware placed two to three meters
this side the borders In two rows plne poles ( 150-160 cm abpve
rround) were placed opposite one gnother 250 om di stance between
them and barbed wire gtreched upon then in guch a way &g-to make
it verr diffoult to o aorogg 14, and in gny cage Very tlme ocole
auming. Every pole was held in place and gupported by twe other
poles, one pla.ceti tw meterg to the right the other two meters
to the left of the row at 90 degree angle to the row. of poles
and barbed wire liness Flve rows of barbed wire were streched
on each row of poles. ' ,

Paralledl with thils barriie -dna twenty meters wlde strip
of 1and tread-mineg and trip mines were scattered. At criticdl
ooints where border-violations were more frequent than el sewhere
{ examplet Hegveghalom) the technical barrler wags further re-
enforced; on the twalve meter wide gtretech of 1and pralle to
'the nine-fisbd trip-wire colonies were placed, that is trip-wire
itnes. In other wordsbesides the double Tows of barbed wirm
barrler and the mine field where the mines exploded when stepped
or stvhbled upon an additlonal trip wire mine gorgtem was placed

to riake the crossing over even more Iingurmountable.

Track=zone .

In order to @termine the place, the time and the
direction of the { attempted or guccesgful) bordercro ssing aslong
the nine-flekdg a 10 m wids track zone was %o be found., The
sround in thlg zone was cultivated and ket in guch crumbling

condltlon that would mgke clear track-dstermination possitle.
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zaticn certificate in order to be allowed to stay In g border-
Z0Ne crede ldlers could stay wlithin the 15 km wide border
zone With nermlit or legve authorizgilon certificate for the
Dertlioular ar'ess |
It was the duty of every cltlzen inside the 15 km
horder zone to keep the enforced "Order alon” the Border®.
The enforcenent of thlg was the duty of the Borderguard- .
unitse In order to malntaln thlg order the Borderguards'
warforued the follo‘mng; procedures
{a) ther ingected the drivers and passenierg on
venlcleg *hat travelled on rosds that 1gy inland from the
border, in order to make gure of thelr identity.
(b) Porderguards ingected pagsenrerg of tralng
(chectted thelr papers) that travelled toward or parsldll
the horder, { Examples Heryeshdlom=Szombathely route and back
Gror—-goron route and back eted,)
(c) T™ey ingectad the identificatlon pgpers of
the nerpng who worked on fleldsg slther Rovernment or privatdly
owvmned, which lay outslde the 500 m zone but close to ﬂle border.
(d) Reconmoitre unitg kapt account of the getivities
of everyone who reslded inside the border-zones. ( seet B. Force:
Battallon
Digstrict and Recommoitre Sectlons and thelr work)
In the enforcement of the order along the border 1 t
was the duty of the Borderzuard pergmndal to stay clear of
violzationg 1n the courge of Aidentification pger examination

or abuaze of any kind.

Reenfore techl b 3 - 8

Untll the summer of 1956 technilcgl
barriersg were used zlong the border % make bdrderusuérdin@
eagler. During the gunmer lof 1956 mo st of these barriers were
tzzen up. L1 such barriers wuld have been removed however th e
events of Octobder 1956 in Hungary put an end to thig intention,
T™he Corvmuni gt dletatorship now once more fedl s the need of

Hun~rY'g enforced Lmlation from the western natlonas
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Followlng track evaluation 24 hourg after a border-viol stion
the tracks were erased on the track~zone. Where the terraln
was Tlaot nachines were uged to keep the track-zone in proper
condition, while on hiliy or marehy terraln man-pover Was e
loved. Oonly outpo st Gmnanders had the right to put foot

sn  the track-zone, 1f they had a good enough reasn for

doince.

evated watch 4a -tow

With the healp of elevated
towergs the border was gealed off and made almo st hol e-proof.
Br uging the dlevated guard-towers a sincle borderguard on
patrol duty could take care of a 600=800 m long border sec-
tion. At the request of the Digtrict - the Battgllon - or the '
Outpo st=Co:miander, the Borderguard Eugimeering Division bullt
the el evated towers at gpecified places.

In cenergl these towers were 10 meters high above
~mound ( from 6 to 12 m=g ) The towers were bullt upon pine-
wod poleg, were equiped with port-holes and look-out windowgs
The borderguard on patrol duty Was able to watch and fire at
the gmie time. Te ladder leading up to the tower was camouf=
laced =nd the changing of guardsg was thus mot obvlous. Every
tower was equipped with g tel sphone and a e ketch to ald
the ~uard in keeping himsdlf propez‘ly»oriented. By ;neans of the
tdl mhone he could contanct the Outpo st Commander and through
hin the Battallon and/or the Digtrict Gom:andery or Hesdquarters.
He could read off the msp in the tower the eXact locatlon of

he particular fower in relation to the other towsrs, and re-
1ative to the Outposts From here the guard was to keep under
obeagrvetlion the el evated and more significatnt points of the
eneny (!) territory,the other slde the torder, = that 1 ne-
cessa.z-"j he mgy rive accurate desoription of 1t to the Outpogt
C.0. The exact distance from the tower of pointg that were to
be kept under obgervation from here was glven an the mgp
gcetch. ( Examplet The rallrosd Station on the Mistrian side i s
northward 500 n-g from 't.hé wateh ‘wwe-rvl’ The mistrian Pollce

. Porce Darracks are 1500 m-g northeasgtward fron the watchtower. )
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The borderguard was ovdered to approach and leave the

dleveted towers concegled and uner cover.

Tdl ebhoneg glons the borders

In order to orlent and gulde the
horderzuards on duty the Outpo st és‘babli thed reference~pointg
in each border gection. Near every reference-point ( 5-10 me-g
froa 1t) g hidden tel ephone gpparatiuls was placed. When the
reference point was one of the dlevated towersg, then of courgs
the tdlephone was in the towers In other cases the tel edhone
gpparatua wag bullt in g 30 em high concrete block, in guch g
wgy that when the door of 1t or the oover was opened by the
natrol ( by means of a key and a special "pipe-key") three
dl ectric plug opening became vigible. The three plug openings
were placed = as to form a ninety degree angle. The zuard on
patrol=4d:-ty carried a tdlephonse receiveds If he plusred in hilg
recelver 1in horizontsl direction he got ocomnected with the
guard on duty at the Qutposht; whereag If he plug~ed in hig
recelver in s vertlcgl direction he could be called by the
gurrd-on duty at the Outposgt, at any time with a buzzing
ound, The Outpo st C.0. gave orders and ingtructed geci-
fiecally every guard on duty by way of tdlephone. Thege
phones wWere mo st important though when on slarm or when bor-

der inecldentg ococured,
gl - tug?
Te sirnal apparatus In uge by the guards weres

1. Flare glgnals,

2, Nolgegignals

3+ Halasl=type aloctric slgnal s.
With the uge of thesge glgnallng devicesg one guard could patrol
as larce a sectlon of the border gt night as he could during
daytimes the slgnal-gpparatus? would indicate when a perwon

or persong
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were spproaching the border, it wuld sow vhere guch persnsg

were loecgted , in what airec‘bion tﬁﬁ/)ﬁéf,‘/ did they go, and mﬂd

vo g9aibly show how nany they wers, T™e moat frequently used were

the flare-sirnsl sy The flare-colors indicated the directlon in which

the border violators were travelins; where they were at pregent and

how many they wers. The flare-fire~ing apperatug’ were fastened to

50 em hich pine -piles . Two such gpparatu g' were fgatened tozether

with fhime wlere upon :

in sich a vay that contenct with the widre, the wifdre 1tself pupped

out the aafety=splgot which in turn then would cause the flare

apnaratug to fire up ihe slgnals In the light of the flare the guard

could gee where and how many the border-vielators weres In order

to determine the direction LWAXd/MALAK/ the border-violators were

tr-velling the flafe-signal apparatus were placed Iin three rows

md  the flare-color of each row was dif“erent. For exanpl o; the

e row clogest to the border was red the one in the mlddle white and

the one on this alde vellow. If the border violatfomn wanted to go

out of the contry the order of flare color:i%l:llds be the reverse of
in casge he o

the color sequence were he to attempt combré in.

Thepe glgnidls were ealther placed for the whole geason of
quin er or winter, in which case the Outpost C.0. ordered the Outpo st'
~uard 11’1 charpe of flare-signels to place them in position, pecified,
or in many cages the guard on duty would place then glong the
%00-600n horder sectlon in hig charge, at dude and toke them up at
doxm. The Plaore-sipgndl spparatus were continuous and' camoufl aged
ond emen Ln the davtéinme difficult to pods In mogt cases 4T the

~ueri on duty plazed the flare~gignal s he muld place only one
vor 0f 1t and take up the rou at tMA/AMd’df’/ dawn or whenever
‘.“i.os;n"."ﬁty tine ended. ‘

Tt ghoul? be mentioned here that the tuards usged
) are-platols to 1irht up the terraln when necessary snd ln the
sbgene of telefones as communie-tion slgnals. If for wone reasn
the ~uord on duty could not egtgbligh contant with the Qutpo st
712 tel ephone he then would uge flare-signels previoudly cpree
upon, to convey hils messages For exmples 3 red flare signals -
nenund hed border violation ’o ceureds . 2 red gnd 1 yellow -
horler=-vdol ator was cagptured, = 3 ydllow g = additiongl guards
ore nesdeds 2 yellow 1 red = unpunighed borier-viclaton toward

out of the country occured 4 red armed provocatlon.
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Where flare slgnlas oould ceuge fire ( near wheat flad
or in wody areas) mnolse signla mechanlsns Wez‘e useds Thege mecha~
Algng were ~enerally made by the outpo st a,nd placed in position by
them, Very slmple operation 1t was. Bnptv cang were gmdged then

£111ed with rravel and tled to thin but gtrong wire, The wire was
gtreched 3 to 4 featfﬁghthgmsgg‘:e to tree in wodgy sreas, across
every path BXS@LA ond road to obstruct traffic. The cans Vere
gud-ed m thot they nay- not be ghiny and obvioug in wm light end
1n moon-lit nichtse Sich ndd gowglgndl devices were used by the
following Outpostss Mack, Hermg;. ( in the Dpron wody areas)
¥d &44f,1n the Ko szeg Irottko mountsn ares Kerssztkuti, Hetforrasl

pnd Stayerhazal Outposts. These outpost uged flare- gignals too
tn every came. Thege molse-meking devices swere not changed or

replaced by new ones as long as they proved ugefuls

Halagl-type dlectric slgnalst

When previoudy warnod o anti'olpate border-
violation at a cerialn pla.oe on the border the deasl-ty‘pe electric
glongling SDPaI‘e.tus was uged that 1s placed there overnight.
The ~uard on duty usaally held ‘he gpparatus in hand or in front of
hin 1n order to motice the 's‘lgnal ilmnadia.tqu.‘ The apparatus con-
o sted of tw electric bulbs munted; in a bo® that was the fran of
the dlectric fidd and of two contact Wwires one to the rlsht the
other to the lLefti In the given place the guard wuld sgtrebch the
two contact wires 20-30 om-g sbove the ground, one to hls 1eft the
other to hig rights Then 1f the wire wag contacted or Jaerked by any-
one. ‘on elther gide the bulb ?1;.1 tho #dde 1in quegtion would 1te upe

¥y
mis device wag used mostly 1in s:o‘tional ca.sns-

~ il

Znadk end puari-dess . by the Border-guard
#rack and’ ghdA degs were used to make border
violation even more difficult, and to chase the violator after the
attept. In the Districtson the matyo~hungarian border sach
outpo st had two guard-dogs with two des-loaﬁera evéry battallon
hegdquarters owndd tw track~dogs and had two trackdog leaders
and every Distriect Hdgt'rs;'. owned 3=5 track and gusrd dogs a,ﬁd were

asgigned ‘thelr trainerss It was the auty of the tralners and thelr

logs to ( in some cases) discover border Violators
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to track them down and cgpture them) _m‘e trainers were trained at
the Dunakeszl-Ml agl Pralner-sSchooly ( gee Borderguards Strenght, Hdgtr
Here they ralged and trained the Germen thepard puppies. T™e trick~
dors were tralned exclusively for treking. They were capable of tracin
and tracking down the violator, and when 1t came to cgpturs they .
helped the guard by hindering the violator in hlgs sbility to fighty
The cuard dogs t00 were teught to follow up tracks however thelr
trainlng was concentrated more on\ Potting and chasing. =Every Oute
post had gsuard=-doga. |

Every guard who performed border-patrol duty, every dog
tralner and hls dog had to go yearly for a two month trailning period
B84 the Dunakeszl-Alagl Tralning School, and was obliged to partiolpate
in dally practlce exerclsess ( tracking and struggle with the violator
Bvery dog=-irainer assigned to the Outpost performed 6 hours of bore
der-patrol duty with hig dog dallys

Border-natrol horaes
Every Borderguard unlt” hod horges at 1ts dlgposale
Ther were used for border-petrol and trangortation purpo ses. Whese
u
o1 ges were tragined at the Xl gkunhalagl ﬂgz-u‘ainin{; 8000l o
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